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Jesus The paradigm for those who will follow – Luke 3:21-23 
The beginning of Jesus’ ministry was marked by the unique 
experience of expressing His orientation and commitment to the 
Father’s purpose through baptism. By being filled with the Holy 
Spirit and hearing His Father’s affirming voice. Though Jesus is 
one of a kind, he nonetheless is the paradigm for those that choose 
to follow Him. 
 
Baptized 
Though Jesus didn’t need to repent he submitted Himself to baptism as the way 
of communicating His orientation and commitment towards the Father’s 
purposes 
 
 
 
“…and was praying” 
Jesus’ relationship with the Father 
 
 
 
Heavens open 
A significant time when God communicates something important 

• Isa. 64:1; Ezek. 1:1, 1 John 1:51; Acts 7:56; 10:11 
 
 
 
Holy Spirit descends 

• John 1:31-34; Luke 4:1, 14-15, 18-19; Acts 10:37-38 
 
 
 
“You are my Beloved Son; with YOU I am well pleased” 

• Isa. 42:1; Col 1:15-20; Heb 1:1-3 
 
 
 
 
From the episode of Jesus’ baptism, anointing and affirming love of the Father 
we can find that we too are called to orient and commit ourselves to God’s 
purposes, we will be empowered to live it out through the power of the Holy 
Spirit and are called into the very same relationship Jesus had with the Father. 
 
Jude 1:1 – “To those who are called, beloved in God the Father and kept for 
Jesus Christ” 
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