
Sermon Text: Ruth 4:1-12 
Frame of Reference: Could you have profound loyal love 
for a Moabite? 
 
Background: Tension and hostility between Hebrews 
and Moabites.   
 
Key Takeaways 
First – Living above – and with- complicated histories.  

- Service to others and dedicate to God were the 
key.  

 
Second – Understand the values of your community.  

- Can make you a better participant / change agent 
Question: Tell the truth, or shepherd toward it? 
 
Third – A story about making outsiders, insiders.  

- The extravagant blessing of the Elders.  
- Nehemiah would not have gone so far (Nehemiah 

13:23).  
Question: Does our good justify where we miss the mark 
elsewhere?  
 
Fourth – A story foreshadowing universal salvation 
(available to all) 

- A book for Hebrews and Gentiles 
- Perhaps connects to Acts 10 with Cornelius.  

 
Fifth – Not to worry about your origin story...or others.  
Key Idea: Develop your pathway, rightly...in God, and 
with him write a fresh story.  
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